Drug addiction in pregnancy: the interface of science, emotion, and social policy.
The problem of drug addiction in pregnancy has been posed as a conflict between the rights of women and those of their fetuses. This paper presents a framework that incorporates emotion, identification, scientific research, and ethical issues as components to be used in establishing policy with respect to drug addicted pregnant women. Three approaches--voluntary treatment, involuntary treatment or incarceration, and maintaining of the status quo--are discussed with attention to class and economic aspects of women's lives and society's concern for fetal well-being. A model is proposed that addresses the needs of pregnant drug-addicted women and their fetuses, and that serves as an alternative to forced treatment or criminal prosecution.